THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

this party, by means of propaganda, photographs,
articles, interviews, etc. had gone about making him a
legendary figure, with a high position in the People's
Army. The Party had discovered in the then Lt.-Col.
Ortega a most promising man for the work of carrying out
its plan within the Army. He was a man who liked show;
he allowed himself to be led by the Party's propaganda
and completely lost his head. Good at heart, he suffered
from poisoning by calculated adulation and gave himself
up completely to the Party, ready to obey its orders if his
superior officers did not prevent him.

Cipriano Mera> a strong member of the C.N.T., commanded
the 4th Army Corps. This officer, with anarchist sym-
pathies, had the great merits of love of discipline and
loyalty to Spain. He was the best-disciplined officer I had
in my service. He spoke the truth, however hard it might
be, and more than once, at meetings of staff officers of the
Army over which I presided, I have been stirred to hear
him point out the bitter truth about the War, the vices and
virtues of the People's Army, and, during the last month,
the need to end the War decently and honourably,
because, like me, he knew that all resistance was useless
and that it was impossible to avoid a victory for the
Nationalists.

In order to calculate the possible forces "for" and
"against," one had to take into account, besides the four
army corps, the General Commands of Artillery and
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